Midland Coal and Iron Building
Northwest side of Route 36
Gilmore, Md.

AL-V1-B-167

This building is located in the George's Creek coal mining area,
in the village of Gilmore. It was apparently built by the Midland
Coal and Iron Company early in the second half of the nineteenth century.
In 1864 there was an equity case in which the companies property was
sold. There was a list of the various buildings for sale, which included
a dump house with office and a store house. This building could have
been used for either purpose. The Hampshire and Baltimore Coal Comapny
bought the property in 1864. 1In 1884 this building along with a quarter
acre of land became privately owned when the Brennan Family purchased it.

The Tlarge rectangular frame building is two and one-half stories tall.
Two entrances on the southwestern facade of the basement flanked by pairs
of fixed windows appear to be store fronts. Double semicircular arched
windows are located on the gable ends.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building consists of a two and one-half story, four
bays wide frame building of horizontal planks covered with
jnsul siding. It rests on a high stone foundation of random
rubble with a plain water table. The gable front roof is
covered with asphalt shingles. Eaves consist of a boxed cornice,
soffit, frieze, and returns. Three brick chimneys with corbeled
caps are located on the interior.

The building has six entrances. Basement entrances on the
southwest have transoms and three panels and one light each.
Other entrances are inpairs on the southeast and northeast.

Two over two light sash windows are pegged with wooden slipsills.
On either side of each of the basement entrances are pairs of
fixed one over one light windows with mullions. A pair of
semicircular arched one over one light sash windows with mullion
are located in each of the gabled ends.

A hip roofed porch on the southeast has square posts. A

partially enclosed porch on the northeast has a shed roof
supported by turned posts.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is located in the Georges' Creek coal mining area,
in the village of Gilmore. It was apparently built by the Midland
Coal and Iron Company early in the second half of the nineteenth
century. The coal business was growing rapidly at this time due
to improved transportation between the coal mines and the head
of the railroad and C & O Canal. (1) Many small companies were
formed, the Midland Coal and Iron Company being one of them. In
1864 there was an equity case in which the companies property was
sold. There was an advertisement for the sale with a 1ist of the
mining buildings. There were two in particular listed, a dump
house with office and a store house. (2) This building could
have been for either of them. The Hampshire and Baltimore Coal
Company bought the property in 1864. (30) In 1884 this building
along with a quarter acre of land became privately owned when
it was sold to the Brennan family. (4)

The Targe rectangular frame building is two and one-half
stories tall. Two entrances on the southwestern facade of the
basement flanked by pairs of fixed windows appear to be store fronts.
Double semicircular arched windows are located on the gable ends.

(1) Harry I. Stegmaier, Jr. et al Allegany County- A History
(Parsons, W. Va. McClain Printing Co. ) p. 14T

(2) Allegany Equity #1416, Exhibit #]

(3) Allegany County Land Records, Liber 21, Folio 511

(4) Ibid, Liber 61, Folio 362
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